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 Beautiful feet
By Randy C. Hicks

 o you remember what it was like as a child  
 to awaken to the •rst snowfall of the season? 
 Do you recall being momentarily mysti•ed 
by the odd shaped snow bumps hiding otherwise  
familiar objects such as rocks, small bushes, tools,  
!ower boxes and so on, in the backyard? Remember 
how the yard seemed to be this great expanse of 
unexplored wilderness beckoning you to take the 
•rst step and make the •rst footprint in an other- 
wise serene landscape?

Then there was the pure excitement of stepping  
into the icy powder and sinking to the top of your  
boots or even further as you sought to keep your 
balance and make your tracks as neatly as possible.  

Did you ever follow a big brother or sister or friend  
trying to match their stride and convince those who  
came later that there was really only one pilgrim 
on the trail? 

Or, how about walking to the middle of the great 
canvas and then walking backward, carefully 
retracing your steps so as to make it appear that the  
traveller just disappeared from the white blanket? 

Isaiah 52:7
“How beautiful on  
the mountains are  

the feet of those 
who bring good 

news, who proclaim 
peace, who  

bring good tidings,  
who proclaim

salvation, who say  
to Zion, ‘Your God 

reigns’.”

Such are the memories of childhood. The impres-
sions or footprints left in a snowy world during a 
time when life was simpler and fun was found in 
the !uffy !akes.

“But,” you say, “The title of this newsletter is not 
Footprints but Footnotes. What’s the difference 
between footprints and footnotes?” 

I suppose one might say that the latter is a literary  
form of the former. The Canadian Oxford Paper- 
back Dictionary gives the following as a de•nition  
of the word footnote: an event, comment, etc. that  
is added or subordinated to something more central  
or important (a footnote to history).

This new title Footnotes was chosen to replace the 
former Headlines. One of the purposes of this news- 
letter is to trace our recent footprints made by  
missionaries during our adventure reaching the  
otherwise unreached as CSSM Ministries Ontario. 
These are footnotes to our history, which of course  
is related to “His Story”" Instead of a •eld white with  
snow however, ours is a •eld white with harvest"

In early November of this year missionary repre- 
sentatives from CSSM Ministries coast to coast 
gathered in Manitoba to re!ect upon and express 
sincere gratitude for the past 80 years of kingdom 
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building. It was very clear to us how God has walked with us to this 
point in our history and together we cried out Ebenezer! For the 
most part, there was a great deal of satisfaction and contentment 
about the blessings we have enjoyed and the place we now • nd 
ourselves in.  

But what of the future, where is the Lord leading us? This became 
the question of seeking hearts which led to further examination. Are 
we to follow the footprints or tracks of others or are we to venture out 
over new ground, uncharted territory or perhaps both?

Have we sharpened and honed the proven tools of harvest given to us 
by those who have gone before? At the same time, have we traded 
the dead weights of now useless or less effective ways in exchange 
for implements that God would have us use to reach this age?

Have we blessed the Lord in thanksgiving for the great network of 
sender-supporters who have faithfully stood with us while challenging 
newer generations to take on their responsibility as sender-supporter 
disciples of Jesus?

In a much earlier age when messages from the king were sent by 
chosen messengers the prophet Isaiah wrote: 

  Isaiah 52:7 (The Message)
  How beautiful on the mountains
  are the feet of the messenger bringing good news,
  Breaking the news that all’s well,
  proclaiming good times, announcing
  salvation,
  telling Zion, “Your God reigns"”

Because our God still reigns we must be vigilant in working with our 
ministry teams to • nd the vision God has for us as to what is yet 
to come" We want beautiful feet" Let’s make 2008 a year in which 
we discover the answers to the following:

What does God want of CSSM Ministries Ontario?
What does God want from each individual ministry unit?
What does God want from sender/supporters?
Who will be the next to join us in the adventure:
 •  As prayer warriors?
 •  As missionaries?
 •  As corporate sponsors?
 •  As individual sponsors?

The messengers who appeared to a band of frightened shepherds on 
a hillside in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago announced a source 
for answers - ful• lling the words of the prophet: 

I challenge all of you who are in any way related to CSSM Minis-
tries Ontario to  covenant with me in 2008 to seek this child anew 
and by the help of His Holy Spirit to create new footnotes worthy 
of our Prince of Peace"

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)
For to us a child is born,

To us a son is given,
And the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God,

Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

Christmas Greetings To You!
By Randy C. Hicks

For me some of the most exciting verses of scripture to leap off the page in recent days concerning Christmas would have to be from 
John 1:5 and 14, from Eugene Peterson’s The Message. Actually the whole of John 1 makes for an uplifting read"

John 1:5 & 14 “The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness couldn’t put it out.
The Word became ! esh and blood, and moved into the neighbourhood.”

Just think, God moving into your neighbourhood, into my neighbourhood" God in me" God in you" God in the neighbourhood" The 
mission of CSSM is to take the Gospel to our own neighbourhood"  The mission of CSSM is to bring the joy and peace of Christmas to
those who still languish and suffer in the darkness of sin right in our own country, our own province, our own cities/towns and our own families.  

The Light of the world has come and He sets us ablaze to shine for Him - to bring out the “God colours” all around us" On behalf of 
CSSM Ministries Ontario – from our house (neighbourhood) to yours – may the Lord • ll you and yours with the rich blessings of the 
wondrous Christmas Season and in touching your heart anew, thereby through you, bring blessings to your neighbours"

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!!
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Highlights and Hopes
December 2007

Sault & Algoma Ministries:
Algoma East Bible Clubs are taught by Bob and Karen Knight 
and Shirley Stewart in 9 schools, with 81 students enrolled so far. A 
highlight for them is that the school boards still allow Bible Clubs 
and principals are very receptive to them. The immediate hope is  
that the doors would be kept open and kids would come.

Sault Ste. Marie: Bible Clubs started with 8 clubs and 25 volunteers  
working with Elsie Lawrence. Her highlight came last spring at a  
club when she gave an invitation for children to meet with one of the  
helpers if they wanted to ask Jesus into their lives. Ten of those children  
made a serious commitment. What a joy and privilege"

Hope: To see a full time worker join the team of SONShine Bible  
Clubs in Sault Ste. Marie.

Howard McLeod’s Ministry to Seniors has kept him very busy.  
Highlight:  hearing a senior lady say that a visit from him had “made  
her day”.  

Hope: Howard recently purchased an older trailer which will be  
used for “Volunteers In Christ’s Service”. He is getting a group of  
seniors together to do maintenance at the different ministry sites across  
Ontario. The result of VICS will be an encouragement and help to 
both the worker and ministry site. 

DayStar Ministries
Highlight:  One highlight was the opening ceremony held for Eagle 
Ridge in July of 2007. Statistics are hard to boil down, but over the  
summer almost 2,000 children, youth and adults heard the Gospel  
through DayStar’s summer programming. Teams from 21 churches,  
numbering a total of 380 people came to help.

Hope: To double their support base and in doing so, enable more 
support for native workers and more outreach to occur.   

Dorion Bible Camp & Conference Centre
Highlight:  Dorion has a new Executive Director as Keith Adams has  
accepted the role. This was a wonderful summer for Dorion with 403  
campers in total of which 40 made decisions to follow Christ. Eighty- 
eight summer staff joined the regular staff to make it happen. Over  
15,000 meals and snacks were served during the summer.

Hope: With Jenn Woodbeck’s farewell to DBC at the end of this 
year, there is a need to develop a team of full time workers to come 
alongside Keith and Kelly to keep the positive momentum going.
  
Galilean Bible Camp
Highlight:  A wonderful Galilean Awareness Banquet was held at a  
church in Sault Ste. Marie in November. Several teens gave wonderful  
testimonies about their summer experiences. This summer saw 438  
campers come to camp and hear the Gospel. Thirty-three recommitted  

their lives to the Lord and 47 made •rst time professions of faith. 
There were 137 •rst time campers and 101 staff served at the camp.

Hope: More upkeep and expansion of physical property is needed,  
such as a new boys washroom, to make the camp more inviting and 
serviceable.

Monarch Bible Camp
Highlight: A 1998 Sierra truck in very good condition was donated  
to the ministry at the start of the summer and was such an answer 
to prayer. Seven camps were held with a total of 255 campers being  
reached with the Gospel, the highest number for them yet. Ninety 
of these campers were there for the •rst time. Forty-three prayed to 
receive the Lord and 41 recommitted their lives to Jesus.

Hope: To continue to serve God in these small communities and 
expand the ministry of Monarch Bible Camp.

Rainy River Bible Camp
Highlight:  The Rainy River ministry seeks to be a vibrant witness 
in any capacity that the Lord directs: Bible studies, Bible clubs, 
youth events, preaching, singing, worship services at Young Star  
House (detention centre). Right now they are building  a new church  
in Rainy River, a church that was started by a CSSM Missionary, 
Vivian Smith, in 1943.  

This summer, VBS programs ran in 5 locations with 140 attending,  
32 professions of faith and 15 recommitments, led by 46 staff 
members. Junior Camp saw 58 attend with 24 staff.  Wilderness 
Canoe Trip had 32 attend with 12 staff.  A total of 52 commitments 
for Jesus Christ were witnessed and 47 recommitments were made.

Hope: Mark Mast has prayed that a desire to minister to other 
cultures would be kindled in the hearts of Canadians. Masts are 
praying to make “disciplers” in Canada and “disciples” in Guatemala. 
Mark and his daughter Miriam head to Guatemala again shortly 
with 6 other Canadians making this hope more of a reality.

Willow Springs Bible Camp
Highlight:  There was a good turnout for the October teen reunion.  
It was a wonderful time to encourage the teens in their faith and 
promote attendance at church youth events. During the summer, 
Willow Springs hosted 502 campers. Fifty-four prayed to receive 
the Lord and 12 prayed for assurance of their salvation. Thirty-•ve  
kids rededicated their lives to the Lord. The summer saw 52 staff 
and 14 volunteers serving God in this ministry.

Hope: Willow Springs Camp would like to winterize the barn 
for year-round outings at the camp for their campers on a number 
of weekends and Professional Development days throughout the 
school year.
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Please Take Note:

   had the privilege of spending a week at camp this past  
   summer. During that one week it was wonderful to see 
   both campers and staff being challenged in their faith.  
It is also exciting to hear of the activities across the various 
ministry sites as staff and volunteers reach out primarily to 
youth in these days when so many youth are facing increas-
ing challenges.

The Ontario Branch of•ce continues to support, encourage 
and provide resources to assist the individual missionaries 
and ministries. Essential administrative details and help with  
speci•c challenges are handled by the Branch of•ce so that 
missionaries can spend more time directly reaching out to 
those around them. 

The Ontario Branch has been blessed by the ministry of our  
Branch Director, Randy Hicks. He is involved with missionary  
care, staff recruitment, a great puppet ministry and providing  
resources to assist our ministries to thrive and expand. 

Randy is in the process of raising personal •nancial support 
and more information on how to support him on a regular 
basis is available by contacting Randy or the Branch of•ce.

We do appreciate those who faithfully •nancially support 
CSSM Ontario.  However, we are in need of additional 
•nancial support at this time in order to continue to ful•ll 
the role and commitments of the Ontario Branch of•ce. Can 
you help us with a gift that will assist us to further spread 
the Gospel around the province?

 Christmas
By Randy C. Hicks

You have heard of The Night Before Christmas no doubt,
But is that what the season is really about?

It is fun to get candy, toys, gifts and cool stuff
But if that’s all there is – It’s not nearly enough"
I’m not being greedy and I’m not just crabbing

‘Cause this time of the year is not about grabbing"

There is more to the story that needs to be said,
Whether up on the housetop or tucked in your bed!

It is about getting – I do mean receiving"
It is all about truth and also believing!

For the real celebration and reason we sing
Is to tell of God’s love and the birth of a King"

On the night before Christmas, the •rst one I mean,
There was a commotion – a spectacular scene"

There were angels from heaven and shepherds with sheep,
There was Joseph and Mary with no place to sleep"

But no need to worry - they were not in danger
The kind old innkeeper would give them his manger!

As soon as they settled on the soft golden hay,
In Bethlehem Judea, that •rst Christmas day"

The world’s Savior was born to tell us God’s story
Forgiving our sins" - Shout Hosanna" Sing Glory"

Because now comes the part where we all may receive
For to get this great gift - we must simply believe"

With faith, that God loves us and for us wants the best,
No matter how badly we have all failed the test"
So don’t settle for reindeer and jolly old elves,

Although nice as it sounds, we‘re just kidding ourselves"
Instead, open our hearts let God’s love come to stay

And we’ll live ev’ry moment just like Christmas Day"

A Note From
The Treasurer
By Patti DeVries


